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***************************************** 

LIU STATEMENT ON HISTORIC NEW FEDERAL 
MARIJUANA GUIDELINES 

***************************************** 
NEW YORK, N.Y. — City Comptroller John C. Liu stated the following in response to U.S. 
Attorney General Eric Holder’s announcement that under new guidelines the Federal 
government will not interfere with the legalization of marijuana in Colorado and Washington:  
 
“This is a historic day and we applaud Attorney General Holder’s wisdom in respecting states’ 
legalization of marijuana. Finally, the federal government has begun to acknowledge that the war 
on marijuana has failed.  This decision makes the path for New York crystal clear: regulate and 
tax marijuana so that we can keep thousands of New Yorkers, predominately people of color, out 
of jails, offer relief to those suffering from a wide range of painful medical conditions, and boost 
our bottom line to the tune of $400 million annually for higher education. Let's get this done 
now.”   
 
 
Background 
Comptroller Liu has called for the regulation and taxation of marijuana as part of an economic 
analysis that examined the potential customer base and revenue in New York City. Details here: 
LIU: LEGALIZE MARIJUANA IN NEW YORK CITY 
 
Comptroller Liu has also separately analyzed the number of New Yorkers who would benefit 
from medical marijuana and called for the City to fund research into its medical applications. 
Details here: MEDICAL MARIJUANA WOULD AID 100,000 IN NYC 
 
DOJ Guidance Regarding Marijuana Enforcement: 
http://www.justice.gov/iso/opa/resources/3052013829132756857467.pdf 
 
 

Visit www.comptroller.nyc.gov for the latest news, events, and initiatives. 
Follow Comptroller Liu on Twitter. To receive Twitter updates via text message, 

text “follow johncliu” to 40404. 
 View the latest Comptroller’s office videos on YouTube. 
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