
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

September 22, 2014  

Contact: Eric Sumberg, (212) 669-3535, esumberg@comptroller.nyc.gov  

COMPTROLLER STRINGER CALLS FOR SUSPENSION OF 

TWO CORRECTION DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS 

Today’s New York Times article detailing how Correction Department officials allegedly 

manipulated data about jail fights among adolescents is shocking. Facts are facts. The 

Department cannot sanitize its statistics to create its own version of the truth. 

I am calling for the immediate suspension of Chief of Department William Clemons and Warden 

Turhan Gumusdere pending a full investigation into these troubling allegations and, if proven 

true, for the dismissal of all those involved.  These aren’t just cold statistics, these are incidents 

that speak directly to the safety of adolescents on Rikers. New Yorkers deserve to know that the 

people charged with reforming our jails are of the highest integrity. 

The U.S. Attorney’s report on the treatment of adolescents at Rikers, which was based on data 

provided to the Justice Department by the DOC, highlighted a culture of violence where the use 

of force is anything but the last resort. 

As the Comptroller’s Office ClaimStat Alert found, this rising use of force has paralleled a 

significant increase in claims against the Correction Department that is costing City taxpayers 

millions of dollars. Data should drive decision-making and reform. But that concept is 

undermined if the data coming out of the Department cannot be trusted. 
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