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STATEMENT OF NEW YORK CITY COMPTROLLER SCOTT 
M. STRINGER ON FOR-HIRE VEHICLES AND THE NEED 

FOR A TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

It makes no sense to arbitrarily cap Uber and other for-hire vehicle companies before 
we study the impact of congestion on the streets of New York. We need to make sure 
that our transportation system works for everyone, including the City’s traditional 
yellow cabs, for-hire drivers, and most importantly the riding public. We need to think 
strategically about building out our transportation networks in a way that makes long-
term sense for all New Yorkers. In the meantime, we should delay any vote in the 
Council and begin an earnest discussion about a range of key issues, including: 

• Worker’s rights: we must take a close look at wage standards in the shared 
economy, and reexamine the City’s traditional cab drivers and their working 
conditions, which for decades have been defined by long hours, low wages, and 
few, if any benefits.  

• Surcharges: we should level the playing field so that all car services, including 
Uber and other for-hire companies, join yellow cabs in paying surcharges that 
benefit mass transit and increase accessibility. 

• Data Sharing: for-hire vehicles should provide GPS trip data to the City, just 
as traditional taxis do, to allow transportation planners to accurately gauge 
demand for services. 

• Equal Access: we must make sure that New Yorkers across all boroughs have 
equal access to the full range of taxi services. That need for equity and fairness 
is why in 2012 I supported the introduction of green cabs, a fleet that has 
dramatically improved service to diverse communities throughout the City, 
making New York a better place to live. 

Now is the time to show how thoughtful government regulation can foster innovative 
businesses, while also improving the lives of workers, safeguarding the public, 
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promoting economic opportunity, and creating a transportation network that works for 
everyone.  

Visit www.comptroller.nyc.gov for latest news, events and initiative 
Follow Comptroller Stringer on Twitter. To receive Twitter updates via text message, 

text "follow scottmstringer" to 40404. 
View the latest Comptroller's office videos on Youtube.  
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