New York City Comptroller NE S
Scott M. Stringer V V

OFFICIAL STATEMENT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE PR16-02-020
January 10, 2016
Contact: Eric Sumberg, (212) 669-3535, esumberg@comptroller.nyc.gov

COMPTROLLER STRINGER CALLS FOR CITY TO CONDUCT
IMMEDIATE REVIEW OF SECURITY AND CONDITIONS IN
COMMERCIAL HOTELS USED TO HOUSE HOMELESS
INDIVIDUALS

(New York, NY) — On Wednesday, following news of a tragic stabbing of a mother
and three children being sheltered at a Ramada Inn on Staten Island, New York City
Comptroller Scott M. Stringer called on the Administration to conduct an immediate
and thorough review of the safety and conditions of every commercial hotel being
used to house homeless families throughout all five boroughs.

“The news from Staten Island is absolutely heartbreaking and my thoughts and
prayers are with the mother and child who were murdered and the two children who
were critically injured in today’s horrific attack,” Comptroller Stringer said. “It is my
hope that the NYPD immediately apprehends the suspect and that the children who
survived the attack will make a complete recovery. It is our responsibility to guarantee
the safety of homeless individuals under our care. Today, | am calling on the
Administration to conduct a swift and comprehensive review of all commercial hotels
being used to house the homeless and provide a complete accounting of exactly what
they intend to do to ensure these sites are sufficiently protected. Resources must be
added immediately to any areas where shortcomings are found.”

In December, Comptroller Stringer announced the findings of an audit of shelters for
families and children overseen by the Department of Homeless Services which found
security lapses in sampled shelters and deficiencies in the delivery of services to
families, in addition to numerous health and safety concerns. In January, Stringer
released findings of an analysis of shelter violations which found more than 18,700
violations at shelter sites throughout the City.


mailto:esumberg@comptroller.nyc.gov
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=xozd737H5%2BblcaVwWd0gP%2BL8rcCzjOWp

