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***************************************** 
LIU STATEMENT ON MAYOR’S TEST-SCORE SPIN 

***************************************** 
NEW YORK, N.Y. – City Comptroller John C. Liu stated the following in response to Mayor 
Bloomberg’s defense of the City’s poor results on state “Common Core” tests:  

“Despite all the spin, these results show that the Mayor’s focus on high-stakes testing and data-
driven management of the schools has failed. For years, Mayor Bloomberg trumpeted the 
supposed miracle of his management, as the City’s test scores ostensibly rose. Now, as our kids 
can’t meet a tougher state standard, we’re supposed to continue believing the miracle happened? 
You can’t have it both ways. As a public school parent, I am appalled that the Mayor would try 
to protect his legacy by pulling the wool over the eyes of parents. After all this p.r., it turns out 
that he’s the ‘A-Rod’ of public education. 

“The simple fact of the matter is that the City’s focus on high-stakes testing is wrong, and its 
strategy of ‘teaching to the test’ has come at the expense of real learning. While the new state 
tests may be harder, what we see here is Bloomberg doubling down on a bad policy. Tests should 
be used to assess what students know and guide educators in curriculum development, that is, to 
help kids learn. They should not be used for punishing teachers, closing schools, determining 
merit pay, or helping adults win elections.” 

Background 
Liu oped on high-stakes testing: 
http://www.homereporternews.com/opinion/op-ed-too-much-emphasis-on-high-stakes-
tests/article_24931a3a-d454-11e2-a392-0019bb2963f4.html 

Comptroller Liu’s “Beyond High School NYC” initiative seeks to increase the proportion of 
New Yorkers with higher education to 60 percent by the year 2025 through strategic investments 
in public education. For more on “Beyond High School NYC,” go to:  
http://www.comptroller.nyc.gov/bureaus/opm/beyond-high-school.shtm  

Earlier reports from the Comptroller’s education initiative: 

“Beyond High School: Higher Education as a Growth and Fiscal Strategy for New York City”: 
http://www.comptroller.nyc.gov/bureaus/opm/reports/2012/Higher-Education-Report-
FINAL.pdf 

“The Power of Guidance: Giving High School Students the College Counseling They Need”: 
http://www.comptroller.nyc.gov/bureaus/opm/reports/2012/Power_of_Guidance_Oct_PDF.pdf 
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“No More Rubber Stamp: Reforming New York City’s Panel for Educational Policy”: 
http://www.comptroller.nyc.gov/bureaus/opm/reports/2013/NYC_NoMoreRubberStamp_v24_Ja
n2013.pdf 

“Bridging the Digital Literacy 
Divide”:http://www.comptroller.nyc.gov/bureaus/opm/reports/2013/Bridging-the-Digital-
Literacy-Divide.pdf 

“The $4 Billion Deficit: Ratcheting Up Investment in Early Childhood Education”: 
http://comptroller.nyc.gov/bureaus/opm/reports/2013/NYC-Early-Childhood-Education-
Report.pdf 

 

 

Visit www.comptroller.nyc.gov for the latest news, events, and initiatives. 
Follow Comptroller Liu on Twitter. To receive Twitter updates via text message, 

text “follow johncliu” to 40404. 
 View the latest Comptroller’s office videos on YouTube. 
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