
 

DAVID N. DINKINS MUNICIPAL BUILDING    •    1 CENTRE STREET,  5TH Floor   •    NEW YORK,  NY 10007  
PHONE:  (212)  669-3500   •   @NYCCOMPTROLLER 

WWW.COMPTROLLER.NYC.GOV 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
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SCOTT M. STRINGER 

 

 

March 23, 2021 
 
Honorable Bill de Blasio 
Mayor 
City Hall 
New York, NY 10007 
 
Dear Mayor de Blasio: 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has brought immeasurable harm to New Yorkers, with skyrocketing 
unemployment and ballooning food insecurity following waves of illness and death.  People of color and 
immigrant New Yorkers have been hit hardest with the highest rates of COVID infections, illness and 
fatalities, and job and income loss, all of which have contributed to our current crisis of food insecurity. 
But within these communities, undocumented New Yorkers are uniquely vulnerable when tragedy strikes. 
Unable to access federally funded safety net programs like SNAP, undocumented New Yorkers have 
fewer resources available to help put food on the table, and often rely solely on food pantries and mutual 
aid networks for additional food, which often is not enough. In a city like New York, it’s unconscionable 
that anyone should go hungry.   
 
That’s why we are calling for $25 million in FEMA reimbursement funding to be specifically dedicated to 
providing emergency food to undocumented New Yorkers, in addition to the City’s current emergency 
food programs. The Biden Administration has agreed to lift the cap on FEMA reimbursement for New 
York State and City’s pandemic related costs, clearing the way for 100 percent reimbursements. This will 
result in $1 billion in reimbursements for New York City. This funding creates an opportunity to address 
food insecurity among New Yorkers who cannot access the federally funded SNAP program due to 
immigration status, including workers in the informal economy, seniors, and others who have been 
hardest hit. The City should seize this opportunity and dedicate at least $25 million of this funding to 
create food security programs for immigrant New Yorkers who have been left out of other safety net 
programs. 
 
We call on you to take immediate action and commit the funding to make this proposal a reality. 
Undocumented New Yorkers cannot wait for relief any longer.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Scott M. Stringer 
New York City Comptroller 
 

Pabitra Benjamin 
Executive Director 
Adhikaar 

Mohammed Mardah 
Chairman 
African Advisory Council 

Robert Agyemang 
New York Director 
African Communities Together 

http://www.comptroller.nyc.gov/
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African Community Alliance of Staten Island  
(ACASI) 

Adama Traore  
Executive Director 
African Services Committee 

Asad Bajwa 
Director, Public Affairs 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community  

Tiffany Lee 
Executive Director  
Altagracia Faith and Justice Works  

Bazah Roohi 
President and Founder 
American Council of Minority Women 

Ali Rashid 
President 
American Pakistani Advocacy Group 

Ather Tirmizi 
Executive Director 
American Pakistani Public Affairs Committee 

Mona V. Wyre Manigo 
President 
Antigua and Barbuda Progressive Society, Inc. 

Pervez Siddiqui 
Chairman 
APNA Brooklyn Community Center 

Marwa A. Janini 
Executive Director 
Arab American Association of New York 

Rawaa Nancy Albilal 
President and CEO 
Arab-American Family Support Center 

Robin Klueber 
Director of Ascension 
Ascension Food Pantry 

Jo-Ann Yoo 
Executive Director 
Asian American Federation 

Kamal Bhuiyan 
Chairman 
Bangladeshi American Advocacy Group Inc. 

Shaikh A. Amin 
President 
Bangladeshi Students Associations of New York 

Shabbir Gul 
Founder 
Bronx Community Council 

Bronx Immigration Partnership Rose DeStefano 
Senior Director  
Bronx Impact at Children's Aid  

Tomas Ramos  
President  
Bronx Rising Initiative  

Zakarya Khan 
President 
Brooklyn Emerge 

Mohamed Q. Amin 
Executive Director 
Caribbean Equality Project 

Cheryl Hall 
Executive Director 
Caribbean Women's Health Association 

Mirtha Colon 
Director  
Casa Yurumein 

Annetta Seecharran 
Executive Director 
Chhaya Community Development Corporation 

Wayne Ho 
President and CEO 
Chinese-American Planning Council Inc. 

Rob Solano 
Executive Director 
Churches United For Fair Housing 

Yvonne Stennett 
Executive Director  
CLOTH  

Mohammad Razvi 
Executive Director 
Council of Peoples Organization 
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Afaf Nasher 
Executive Director 
Council on American Islamic Relations, New York 
(CAIR-NY) 

Rosita Romero 
Executive Director 
Dominican Women Development Center (DWDC) 

Eddie Cuesta  
Executive Director  
Dominicanos USA  

Fahd Ahmed 
Executive Director 
DRUM - Desis Rising Up & Moving  

Chris Banks 
Executive Director 
East New York United Concerned Citizens 

Michelle Molina 
Executive Director 
El Centro del Inmigrante 

Elmcor Youth and Adult Activities, Inc.  Kathryn Greybill 
Development Team 
Food Assistance Collective of New York (FACNY) 

Imam Souleimane Konate 
General Secretary, Council of African Imams Inc 
Imam, Masjid Aqsa-Salam 

Robert Cordero 
Executive Director 
Grand St. Settlement 

Murari Mohon Das 
President 
Greater Khulna Society of USA 

Jackson Rockingster 
President 
HABNET Chamber of Commerce 

C. Neely 
Coordinator  
Harlem Pride  

Josh Parkin 
Founder and Chair  
Help NYC 

Frankie Miranda 
President  
Hispanic Federation 

Arshad Jamal 
Regional Director North East 
ICNA Relief 

Dr. Vasundhara Kalasapudi 
Executive Director 
India Home 

Rev. Dr. Chloe Breyer 
Executive Director 
Interfaith Center of New York 

Jackson Heights Immigrant Solidarity Network Kassandra Campbell 
President  
Jamaica Benevolent Arm and Cultural Center (JBACC) 

Nekeisha Lewis 
Program Director 
Judson Food Bank 

Rev. Donna Schaper 
Senior Minister 
Judson Memorial Church 

Jeehae Fischer 
Executive Director 
Korean American Family Service Center 

Yesenia Mata 
Executive Director 
La Colmena 

Juan Ramos 
Executive Director 
Los Sures 

Raja Abdul Haq 
Executive Director 
Majlis Ash-Shura: Islamic Leadership Council of New York 

Theo J. Oshiro  
Deputy Director 
Make the Road New York 

Aracelis Lucero 
Executive Director 
Masa, Inc. 
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Jairo Guzman 
Executive Director 
Mexican Coalition 

Rev. Peter Goodwin Heltzel, Ph.D. 
Micah Institute 

John Park 
Executive Director 
MinKwon Center for Community Action 

Aniqa Nawabi 
Executive Director 
Muslim Community Network 

Safiyyah Abdul-Qawiyy 
Executive Director 
Muslim Sisters of Staten Island 

Adama Bah 
Executive Director 
Nene 

Manuel Castro 
Executive Director 
New Immigrant Community Empowerment 

Dena Fischer,  M.S.W., Ph.D. 
Administrative Coordinator/Social Work and Outreach 
Program Supervisor  
New Sanctuary Coalition 

Rev. Kaji Dousa 
Chair 
New Sanctuary Coalition Board 

Murad Awawdeh 
Interim Co-Executive Director 
New York Immigration Coalition 

Tariq Ur Rahman, Executive Director  
Mir Masum Ali, President 
New York Muslims United for Civic Engagement 
(NYMUCE) 

Sandra Lobo 
Executive Director 
Northwest Bronx Community and Clergy Coalition  

Jessica Clemente 
President  
Nos Quedamos 

Richard Khuzami 
President 
Old Astoria Neighborhood Association 

Sheikh Md. Faruqul Islam 
President 
Padma Yellow Society USA 

Waqil Ahmed 
President 
Pakistani American Youth Organization 

Allison Marino 
Director of External Affairs 
Phipps Neighborhoods 

Thierno Bah 
Executive Director 
Pottal Fii Bhantal 

Arif Ullah 
Core Member 
Queens Climate Project 

Sunita Viswanath 
Co-Founder 
Sadhana: Coalition of Progressive Hindus 

Diya Basu-Sen 
Executive Director 
Sapna NYC 

Senegalese Association of New York 

Pandit Deokarran Jadubans  
Spiritual Advisor 
Shaanti Bhavan Mandir 

Ali Hassan 
President  
Shia Muslim Council of New York 

Kujegi Camara 
President 
Smiling Coast Women Empowerment Network 

Sudha Acharya 
Executive Director 
South Asian Council for Social Services (SACSS) 
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Mazeda A. Uddin 
Founder and CEO 
South Asian Fund for Education, Scholarship and 
Training Inc. (SAFEST) 

Christina Samuels 
Director 
South Bronx Rising Together  

Aminta Kilawan-Narine, Esq. 
Founder and Director 
South Queens Women's March 

Matthias Wilkie 
President 
St. Lucia House Fundation 

Laura Del Prete 
Chair 
Staten Island Hunger Task Force 

Abou Diakhate 
Co-Chair 
Staten Island Immigrants Council 

Rev. Karen Jackson 
Co-Chair 
Staten Island Inter-Religious Leadership 

Mohamed Attia 
Managing Director 
Street Vendor Project at the Urban Justice Center 

Teens Take Charge Libertad Guerra 
Executive Director 
The Clemente Soto Velez Cultural & Educational Center 

Shannon Getzel 
Founder/Director 
Together We Can Community Resource Center Inc. 

Vijah Ramjattan 
President 
United Madrassi Association, Inc 

Guneet Kaur 
Associate Director 
United Sikhs 

Terry D. Lawson 
Executive Director 
UnLocal, Inc. 

Nathaly Rubio-Torio 
Executive Director 
Voces Latinas, Corp. 

Eman Faris 
Adminstrative Coordinator 
WHIN Food Council 

Naheed Samadi Bahram 
US Country Director 
Women for Afghan Women 

Somia El-Rowmeim 
Founder 
Women's Empowerment Coalition of NYC 

Woodside on the Move  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


